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The Arc of  Oakland County is pleased to announce that Lt. Governor 
Brian Calley has accepted our invitation as Honorary Chairperson and 
Master of  Ceremonies for the 47th Annual Dove Awards Program! 

Lieutenant Governor Brian Calley is strengthening Michigan by 
removing barriers to its potential. Working in partnership with 
Governor Rick Snyder, the Lieutenant Governor has played an integral 
role in Michigan’s comeback.

Lieutenant Governor Calley has gained national recognition for his 
work on mental wellness. He led the Michigan Mental Health and Wellness Commission, 
which developed strategies to help Michigan’s most vulnerable citizens find better lives 
through self-determination and independence. He led the charge to implement autism 
insurance reform and has traveled extensively to promote inclusion for people with dis-
abilities. He has been given the “Executive Champion Award” from Autism Speaks and was 
named one of  the U.S. Jaycees’ “Ten Outstanding Young Americans”. 

If  you would like to receive an invitation or would like additional information, please visit 
our website at www.thearcoakland.org or call The Arc at 248-816-1900.

Mentorship appears at various junctures 
along our life journey.  I counted on loving 
parents for my initial guidance throughout 
my formative years.  I certainly received 
many life lessons, education and “spiritual 
enrichment” from my company command-
er while attending a U.S. Navy boot camp!  
My list also includes learned teachers, bril-
liant professors and dedicated colleagues.  
As a professional advocate for over 35 
years, the clientele with whom I have had 
the honor and privilege to serve more often 
than not truly helped shape my professional 
knowledge and practical expertise.  Most of 
what I know about disability law and advo-
cacy did not come from textbooks.  It ac-
tually came by way of my relationships with 
thousands of beautiful human beings expe-
riencing a disability that needed assistance 
with legal issues.

In order to learn and refine advocacy skills, 
one must practice the art.  In my world, you 
will need individuals with special needs to 
first establish the problem or concern.  Then, 
it is up to you to research and carry out the 
actual work to resolve the difficulty at hand.  
I am the personal recipient of countless 
names and faces over the years that have 
functioned as my advocacy mentors.

Two dear friends passed away earlier this 
year, Darlene Schumacher and Jennifer 
Summers.  Both deaths stunned me upon 
learning the news.  Each was much too 
young.  People are supposed to live long 

47th Annual Dove Awards Program
 Honorary Chairperson and Master of Ceremonies 

Lt. Governor Brian Calley
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ADVOCACY HALL OF FAME AWARD
Stan Gramke, CEO/President, 

New Horizons Rehabilitation Services, Inc.

JANET & PAUL MacCORMACK LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD

Kirk Jude Goddard, Vice President of Habilitation Services, 
JVS

PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
Kathy Anaya, School Social Worker, Mason Middle School, 

Waterford School District

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AWARD 
Marsha Reid, Special Education Teacher, Novi High School, 

Novi Community School District

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Kyle Middleton, Executive Director, The Fowler Center, Inc.

MEDIA DISTINCTION AWARD
Jay Greene, Senior Reporter, Crain’s Detroit Business

SHELDON DUNN INSPIRATION AWARD
Robby Heil

Matthew Fritzen

AL CARTER VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Carmen Kennedy

LEONARD CERCONE TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Ashley Buchanan, K-6 Special Education Teacher, 

Children’s Village School, Waterford School District

EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Chili’s, Auburn Hills

INCLUSION LEADERSHIP AWARD
Angela Peña, Employment Services Manager, 

New Horizons Rehabilitation Services, Inc.

Dina Rudashevski, Activities Program Supervisor, JVS

COMMUNITY LIVING AWARD
Ford Hill Home, Auburn Hills

ROBERT THOMAS SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL AWARD
Amanda Kuykendall, Supports Coordinator, MORC, Inc.

VOCATIONAL SERVICE AWARD
Julie Garrison, Job Coach, 

New Horizons Rehabilitation Services, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICE AWARD
Ron Nelson, Home Manager, HighMeadow Home, 

Progressive Lifestyles, Inc.

EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AWARD
Jodie Bathish, Paraprofessional, Anderson Middle School, 

Berkley School District

Congratulations to the 2017 Dove Award Recipients!

2017 TAX GUIDE
PREPARED FOR PERSONS SUPPORTING CHILDREN AND/OR ADULTS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

This authoritative income tax guide will prove to be invaluable for tax preparers, parents, and others concerned with tax deduc-
tions stemming from the care and support of a minor child, an adult, or other persons with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities.  Issued annually for more than three decades, the 2017 INCOME TAX GUIDE was prepared by Thomas F. Kendziorski, 
Attorney at Law, and Executive Director of The Arc of Oakland County.  The 2017 INCOME TAX GUIDE was written for The Arc 
Michigan and is copyrighted. The guide will be available online in early January 2017.

Visit our website at www.thearcoakland.org and simply click on “Resources" and "Income Tax Guide" along the top of the screen. 
You may also view this tax guide on The Arc Michigan’s website at www.arcmi.org. Please call The Arc of Oakland County with 
any questions at 248-816-1900.

FREE
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lives, but the reality is that such an event occurs to us all, however, “we know not when.”

Jenni was the first student that I represented at a special education due process hearing.  It was the late 1980’s and the concept 
of “inclusive education” was only in its infancy.  School districts were not ready for it then; many not even today.  We did not 
prevail with an outright victory, but her subsequent education programming did improve.  I gained a life-long friend who made 
sure that I received an annual Christmas gift with a MSU Spartan theme.  GO GREEN, GO WHITE!  Jenni, thank you for all that you 
taught me.

Darlene became my client during that same decade.  She was an interesting, strong-willed and dynamic individual who needed 
some structure.  Hers was a solitary adult life.  Darlene was first referred to The Arc while residing in a homeless shelter.  I was as-
signed to get her financial disability and medical benefits straightened out, learn how to obtain a rent subsidy voucher through 
the H.U.D. “section 8” program, find her a place to live, and help her secure employment.  Darlene unfortunately feel prey to the 
availability of easy credit card solicitations.  Several times, I had to extricate her from such financial difficulties, usually months after 
the problem originally arose.  Darlene never missed a Dove Awards Dinner.  She always kept my parents and family company at 
The Arc’s signature event while I worked the crowd and attended to other related tasks.

Let us celebrate the lives of these two women.  Each affected the lives of others in deep, profound and lasting ways.  My career 
would not be the same without each of you.  Rest in peace, my friends. ……………. TFK.

Shop on AmazonSmile & Help Support 
The Arc of Oakland County
The Arc of Oakland County is now registered with AmazonSmile!

When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a chari-
table organization from almost one million eligible organizations. In order to 
browse or shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable or-
ganization. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foun-
dation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s selected 
charitable organization.

THANK YOU to Gorman's Home Furnishings & Interior Design for donating $4,050 
to The Arc of  Oakland County through their annual recliners event! We are grateful for 
their partnership & generosity.

 Please consider shopping at Gorman's for your furniture needs — www.gormans.com.

We Need Your E-mail Address
We are collecting our members’ e-mail addresses so we can send 
out electronic flyers, event reminders, action alerts and any other 
important information regarding The Arc. Please send us the e-mail 

address you would like us to use either by e-mail 
(amurowany@thearcoakland.org)  or to the The Arc office.

The Arc of Oakland County is now on Facebook 
& YouTube. Visit www.thearcoakland.org and look 

for the social media icons. 
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Michigan Rehabilitation Services: What you should know…  
By Penny Canada

Venita King Oakland District Manager, for the State of Michigan’s Department of Health and Human Services’ Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS) 
graciously shared her time, lively stories and information about the services and programs that currently are available for individuals. 
 
I asked Venita to describe MRS to someone who is not familiar with this: 

"MRS is to someone with a disability what Michigan Works is to a non-disabled individual.  Surprisingly, People do not know about MRS.   Both organiza-
tions assist people with employment acquisition, but MRS also works with individuals and some of their unique and individualized barriers and needs 
associated with their disability.  It’s very individualized services."

I’ve been hearing more about new projects that the Michigan Rehabilitation Services is involved in – such as high school summer internships and 
involvement with college career centers. Can you tell me more about what’s new with MRS?  

"MRS has always worked with students, but the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (signed in to law in 2014, expands our responsibility to stu-
dents.   That law essentially states that pre-employment transition services must be made available for all students with disabilities in need of services 
who are eligible or potentially eligible.  As such we are working much more assertively with Oakland Schools, and trying to education private and charter 
schools to increase the numbers of students we work with.  We are diligently educating school personnel students and their families about the availability 
of pre-employment transition services, which include:

•  Workplace readiness training/skill building (facilitated at Schools)
•  Work Based Learning Experiences (including 35 summer internships)
•  Counseling on opportunities for enrollment in comprehensive transition or post-secondary educational programs
•  Instruction in Self- Advocacy
•  Job Exploration Counseling

MRS is in the schools providing all of the above- mentioned services, in partnership with community partners, vendors and our own staff.

This year, MRS is partnering with The Bureau of Services for Blind Persons, Oakland Schools and Disability Network Oakland Macomb to present the 1st 
Annual Transition Connections Conference for student.  This is going to be: A fun- filled, packed day focusing on soft skills, self-empowerment and self-
advocacy.

In April, during smart money week, MRS is offering workshops on budgeting.  We hope this is a kickoff for greater discussions on understanding money 
management."

Can you tell me more about Michigan Career Technical Institute (MCTI): What areas of study are offered here and do you offer summer camps oppor-
tunities and what type of student is best fitted for MCTI (both diploma and certificate of completion)? What costs are associated with attending?

Venita shared a new MCTI brochure which outlines details of the Institute, including the training program courses offered: Automotive Technology, Cabi-
netmaking/Millwork, Certified Nurse Assistant, Culinary Arts, Electronics, Graphic Communications, Grounds Maintenance and Landscaping, Machine 
Technology, Office Automation, Pharmacy Services, Retail Marketing & Weatherization. 

Summer Camp is offered for students enrolled in 11th grade through age 19. There are two 1-week sessions offered for students with a full scale IQ of 70 
or above (Contact The Arc or MRS for additional information). 

“Students need to be able to manage themselves to be a good candidate for MCTI. All camp and MCTI students receive group mentoring prior to attend-
ing MCTI. Tuition and Room and Board can be covered through a Pell Grant to MCTI (a FASFA must be completed by families). Students are responsible for 
incidental expenses."

Who is eligible for MRS support and when should they contact your agency?   

“Anyone with a disability can apply.  Because MRS is an eligibility program and not an entitlement, along with a disability. There must be barriers to em-
ployment, a need for MRS services and reasonable chance that someone can be employed.   individuals can self-refer to MRS; we receive referrals from 
schools, service providers like MORC, physicians, shelters,  MIWORKS Etc,.”

Do you support students receiving a diploma and moving on to college for additional training prior to full time employment? 

“Yes, but support for college is all very individualized."

Can a family use MRS services multiple times for the same child? What kind of guidelines and timeframes do you have? 

“Yes.. There is no limit on how many times you can apply, but each time a person applies, we assess eligibility based on the present circumstances; 

Assistive Technology is such an important area for many individuals with intellectual or developmental disabilities. Is MRS helping to develop capacity 
in this area? 

“Assistive Technology Support is all based on individual needs ."

Thanks to Venita for sharing this information about the extensive services, supports and programs offered by MRS!
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ADVOCACY VIGNETTE “SUCCESS STORIES”
(Examples of our direct advocacy service and how it impacts the lives of persons 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities)
Many people approach The Arc for advocacy relating to estate plan counseling.  Even married individuals who are in their early nine-
ties and have a 63-year-old “adult child” that they are still caring for at home.  Better late than never!  The family assets are quite 
modest, so an attorney at The Arc was able to write the necessary Last Will and Testaments (with a testamentary Special Needs 
Trust written into it), Power of Attorneys and the requisite Patient Advocate Designation documents.

Of course, these parents have also never really thought through or acted upon what will happen to their daughter after they are 
gone.  The Arc attorney advocate discussed with this couple the attributes of the “Forever Plan (formerly, the “Etheridge Plan”) --- a 
lifelong, comprehensive advocacy program of The Arc of Oakland County.

The Forever Plan adheres to a guiding principle as a “lifeline of hope” to families with children and adults experiencing an intellec-
tual impairment and/or other related developmental disability.  For example, this program of The Arc of Oakland County could serve 
as:  a legal guardian; a trustee of a family trust; a representative payee for governmental benefits; retain professional investment 
counsel; attend school Individualized Education Plan Team (IEPT) meetings; attend Person-Centered Planning (PCP) meetings; at-
tend work-place status related evaluation meetings; assist with identifying potential residential placements; visit participants in their 
community-based residential settings; monitor Social Security and/or Supplemental Security Income matters; monitor medical and 
dental concerns; provide outreach advocacy in areas such as, transportation, recreation and human rights; monitor Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Humans services programs (e.g., Medicaid, Adult Home Help Services, food stamps); provide family estate plan 
counseling; maintain extended family contacts; document all activities and maintain up-to-date records; mediate issues with service 
providers; arrange for respite care; and, seek out other appropriate services for the individual as appropriate.

The primary funding sources for payment of services to The Arc under the Forever Plan agreement are by way of: (1) a family or an 
individual’s special needs trust; (2) a court-approved trusteeship; or (3) a private pay arrangement.  Un-sponsored participants will 
be considered on a case-by-case basis, as available funds will allow.  The Arc board of directors from time-to-time will convene an ad 
hoc committee to provide policy oversight and guidance for the Forever Plan.  Finally, all enrolled participants in the Forever Plan 
must maintain an annual membership in The Arc of Oakland County.

TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 2017
by Thomas F. Kendziorski, Esq. 

Greetings!  Most of you know of me in my role at The Arc.  However, I also participate in the annual Tootsie Roll Drive for children and adults with intel-
lectual impairments sponsored by local councils of the Knights of Columbus.  I now belong to Council #5436 located in Waterford, but I still have a close 
relationship with my former council (#2569) in Royal Oak.  Each is in need of volunteers from members of The Arc of Oakland County. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  This traditional community service project has financially supported our local chapter of The Arc for several years.  Unfortu-
nately the membership of both councils has significantly dwindled over time, along with the number of workers who are able to work the streets and 
the designated storefronts during this annual 3-day event.  I NEED THE HELP OF The Arc of Oakland County MEMBERSHIP TO SOLICIT DONATIONS WITH 
THE ALL AMERICAN TOOTSIE ROLL!

We need as many of our members as possible to volunteer for at least two-to-three hours of time on the weekend of Friday, Saturday, Sunday, April 
7th, 8th, and 9th, 2017.

Please contact me to let me know if you would like to sign up and volunteer in the downtown Royal Oak area, or in the downtown Clarkston-northern 
Waterford areas.

To sign up to work this year’s Tootsie Roll Drive and help out The Arc — e-mail me at The Arc office: tfk@thearcoakland.org, or by telephone: 248-816-
1900 to sign up for a particular time and place.  The “early birds” get the best spots and times!
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I realize how important services and programs for persons with
intellectual and developmental disabilities are and I would like to help 

The Arc of Oakland County by:

□ Being a Sponsor 

□ Donating an item to the Silent Auction

Please accept my Sponsorship donation of:

$1,000__________   $750_________  $500_________  Other_________

Please recognize my name/company as follows:

Name___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City______________________State_________________Zip______________
Telephone: Day ______________________Night______________________
Email Address____________________________________________________

Please accept my Silent Auction donation of:

___________________________________________________________

□ I will bring the item to The Arc of Oakland County office on/before 
Friday, March 3, 2017

□ I would like someone to pick up my item

Please recognize my name/company as follows:

Name___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City______________________State_________________Zip______________
Telephone: Day ______________________Night______________________
Email Address____________________________________________________

Forward donation and form to: 
The Arc of Oakland County
1641 West Big Beaver Road

Troy, MI 48084-3501

47tH annual 
DOVE aWaRDS 

PRESEntatIOn anD SIlEnt auctIOn

Friday, March 24, 2017
at the San Marino Club, Troy, MI

How You Can Support 
The 2017 Dove Awards

Become a Sponsor

Sponsorship opportunities are available and in-
clude recognition in all event and media releases, 
in the program, in our agency newsletter, PROFILES, 
from the podium that evening, and in our Annual 
Report. 

A donation of $1,000, $750 or $500 to sponsor the 
Annual Dove Awards Program will help The Arc of 
Oakland County maintain programs and services at 
their present level.  

Donate an Item to the 
Silent Auction 

Donating a new item to the Silent Auction is an-
other way to help and includes recognition in all 
event and media releases, in the program, in our 
agency newsletter, PROFILES, from the podium that 
evening, and in our Annual Report.

We are holding a Silent Auction of highly visible 
items that evening in conjunction with the pro-
gram.  Smaller items will be combined to make 
larger, packaged items that would be of interest to 
bidders.

Some suggestions are: gift certificates to restau-
rants, stores, salons and hotels; sports tickets and 
jerseys; theatre and opera tickets; days/weeks in 
your vacation condo/home; spa and fitness club 
packages; golf related items and rounds of golf; and 
electronics.
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J A N U A R Y  M E M B E R S
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Carol Richardson - Sharmilla Saravana - Sharesha Smith - Sean Tierney

F E B R U A R Y  M E M B E R S

Sylvester & Bridget Agomauoh - Manta Alsaigh - John Collier - Marcin & Lidia 
Czabanski - Amanda Fitch - Gerald & Deborah Goldberg - Katherine Groves - 
Kristen Hipwell - Prudence Hollins - Karen Hunt - Stephan Marin - Kathleen Martin 
- Todd & Patricia May - Kevin Robinson - Roxanne Rollison - Amy Tripp - Michael & 

Elanore Weinstock

IN MEMORIAM
Shirleen K. Jackson

Darlene M. Schumacher
Jennifer Summers2016-2017

Board of Directors
Tom Lias, President

David Loeffler, DVM, Ph.D., 1st VP
Ronald Cheli, Esq., 2nd Vice President

Jerry Rubin, Secretary
Suzanne Marquardt, Treasurer
Karen Mellott, Past President

Delegates-at-large

Michael Bartnik, Esq.
Vickie Denny 
Linda Knox

Lisa Kowalski
Randall Meono

Tom Quakenbush 
Barbara Scott 
John Torrone

Ann Wiedelman

Lynn M. Gideon
Office Manager, Comptroller

Monica M. Knoblock
Fiscal Intermediary 

Kiesha D. Lawton
Administrative Assistant 

Diane M. McDaniel
Fiscal Intermediary

Allison M. Murowany
Public Relations, Development

Danielle C. Partyka
Fiscal Intermediary 

Elizabeth R. Pichette
Fiscal Intermediary 

The Arc of Oakland County Staff

Thomas F. Kendziorski, Esq.
Executive Director

Niki R. Becker
Fiscal Intermediary

Megan E. Brosky
Fiscal Intermediary

Tracy M. Browning
Fiscal Intermediary

Patricia A. Busick
Fiscal Intermediary 

Penny J. Canada
Staff Advocate

Kathleen J. Chutorash
Fiscal Intermediary

Bernadette L. Duhoski
The Forever Plan Monitor

April
7 / 8 / 9 – 2017 Knights of Columbus Tootsie 

Roll Drive

30 – The Autism Society of Oakland County's 
4th Annual Walk 4 Autism, 8-11 AM, 

Somerset Collection, Troy, MI

March
3 – Silent Auction items due to The Arc of 

Oakland County's office

24 – 47th Annual Dove Awards Presentation 
& Silent Auction, 6 P.M., San Marino Club, 

Troy, MI

28 – The Arc of Oakland County Board of 
Director's Meeting, 7 p.m., Community 

Homes, Inc., Royal Oak, MI

N E W  M E M B E R S


