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NEW MEMBERS
A S O F 12 / 19 / 17 W E H AV E 1, 0 9 4 M E M B E R S !
(a new all-time record!)
NOVEMBER MEMBERS

DBA, William & Theresa Axford, Robyn Bergstedt, Carley Berry,
Mathew Charles, Kylie Coleman, Nancy Kocsis, Mark Koski,
Ann Macall, Gerhard Mau, Sandra Mazza, Arkaniusz & Danuta
Molenda, Jenny Yip, Lori Zack
DECEMBER MEMBERS

Angela Berry, Dan Brochstein, Doug Carmichael, Kenneth &
Kimberly Davis, Greg Fischer, Laura Friedman, Francis Hill, Marcel
Van Schaik, Kurt & Julia Wasiluh, De White

Calendar
January

Happy New Year
to our Members
& Friends!
26 – Culture of Gentleness Conference,
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at MORC Auburn Hills
30 – The Arc of Oakland County Board of
Director's Meeting, 7 p.m. at Community
Homes, Inc. (3925 Rochester Rd., Royal Oak,
MI 48073)

February
3 – "Finding Hope" Seminar, 1-5 p.m. at
MORC Auburn Hills
14 – Happy Valentine's Day!

2018 Membership Goal
2,000

23 – Dove Award Nominations due to The
Arc office

March
The Arc of Oakland County Staff
Thomas F. Kendziorski, Esq.
Executive Director

Kathleen J. Chutorash
Fiscal Intermediary

Megan L. Arnold
Fiscal Intermediary

Bernadette L. Duhoski
The Forever Plan Monitor

Niki R. Becker
Fiscal Intermediary

Lynn M. Gideon
Office Manager, Comptroller

Megan E. Brosky
Fiscal Intermediary
Tracy M. Browning
Fiscal Intermediary
Patricia A. Busick
Fiscal Intermediary
Penny J. Canada
Staff Advocate

Monica P. Goerg
Fiscal Intermediary
Monica M. Knoblock
Fiscal Intermediary
Kiesha D. Lawton
Administrative Assistant
Diane M. McDaniel
Fiscal Intermediary
Allison M. Murowany
Public Relations, Development

2018-2019
Board of Directors

23 – Silent Auction items due to The Arc
office

David Loeffler, DVM, Ph.D., President
Tom Quakenbush, 1st VP
Ronald Cheli, Esq., 2nd Vice President
Suzanne Marquardt, Secretary
Jerry Rubin, Treasurer
Tom Lias, Past President

27 – The Arc of Oakland County Board of
Director's Meeting, 7 p.m. at Community
Homes, Inc. (3925 Rochester Rd., Royal Oak,
MI 48073)

Delegates-at-large
Michael Bartnik, Esq.
Tim Hatfield
Linda Knox
Lisa Kowalski
Karen Mellott
Randall Meono
Barbara Scott
John Torrone
Ann Wiedelman

Designer & Editor, PROFILES

Allison M. Murowany
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"From The
Director's Chair"
On

behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff of

The Arc of Oakland County
you are cordially invited to attend the

48th Annual Dove Awards
Presentation and Silent Auction
Friday, the 13th of April, Two Thousand Eighteen
San Marino Club, Troy, MI

For 48 years, The Arc of Oakland County has honored individuals, companies, agencies,
residential settings, technicians, teachers, employers and volunteers who have made outstanding
contributions to the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Awards are presented in several categories together with a Lifetime Achievement Award. Over
fifteen hundred nomination forms are sent out to professionals, families, members and friends of
The Arc of Oakland County. Each and every nomination that is sent back to The Arc is reviewed
by a Selection Committee comprised of individuals working in the fields of mental health and
special education, together with a parent representative and a volunteer. Be assured that every
nomination form is read, reviewed and discussed by the Selection Committee and then voted on.
The selection process is lengthy and thorough.
You should be receiving your nomination forms in early January. All nominations are due into
The Arc office by Friday, February 23, 2018. The Selection Committee will meet the following
week and the award recipients will be notified shortly thereafter.
Nominations may be sent in by mail, fax (248-816-1906) or e-mail (amurowany@thearcoakland.org). Any support material should be mailed or dropped off at the office.
If you have any questions regarding the nomination form or process, or if you need assistance,
please call the office.
Mission Statement
The Arc of Oakland County advocates for the rights and full participation of all children
and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We strive to improve systems of
supports and services; connect families; inspire our community, and influence public policy.

By:
i
Tom Kendziorsk

Giant typeface newspaper headlines no longer seem
to be in vogue as the electronic age takes over the
manner in which we all read about current events.
However, permit me to do a little self-promotion and
a little “happy dance” about our steady membership
climb over the past 27 years at The Arc of Oakland.
“THE ARC HITS ALL-TIME HIGH
M E M B E R S H I P T O TA L I N 2 0 1 7 ! ”
Yes, a big smile came across my face last month when
the final 2017 membership campaign tally came in …
1,094 members! It took twenty-seven years of hard
work and the dedicated support of all of you within
the membership to make this happen. Such a “huge”
number is more than some sort of feel-good psychological marker; it demonstrates clear and convincing
evidence of an organization where people care enough
about supporting something tangible to annually send
in their hard-earned cash as dues. It means that new
families come to The Arc each day seeking guidance
and expertise on the issues affecting their son or
daughter with special needs.
A large membership allows us to have a persuasive
voice within Oakland County and Lansing government
circles. Also, at our own state and national conventions, we are recognized and carry considerable influence. Among our mental health agency peer groups,
we are known as a premier advocacy and informational resource for professionals and others to gain
knowledge about the issues affecting children and
adults with intellectual and related developmental disabilities.
There is not much more to be said. Out of 650 chapters of The Arc nationwide, we are one of the largest in
terms of membership. We will continue to serve and
grow. Our future is bright. Thank you very much!
I wish everyone a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New
Year! ……………………..TFK

We Are Having A Silent Auction & We Need Your Help!........Page 5
SSI Rates...........................................................................................Page 6
2018 Tootsie Roll Drive................................................................Page 7

New MEDICARE Cards without Social Security Number
are Coming Soon!
The Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act (MACRA) of 2015, requires the federal

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to remove Social Security Numbers
(SSNs) from all Medicare cards by April 2019. A new Medicare Beneficiary Identifier (MBI)
will replace the SSN-based Health Insurance Claim Number (HICN) on the new Medicare
cards for Medicare transactions like billing, eligibility status, and claim status. Here is an
example of what the new card will look like (11-characters in length, made up only of numbers and uppercase letters --- no special characters):

CMS currently uses an SSN-based HICN to identify people with Medicare and administer the
program. Under the new system, each person enrolled in Medicare will be assigned a new
MBI and will be mailed a new Medicare card. The MBI is confidential like the SSN and should be protected as Personally Identifiable Information.
The biggest reason CMS is taking the SSN off of Medicare cards is to fight medical identity theft for people with Medicare. By replacing the SSN-based HICN on all Medicare cards, CMS will be able to better protect private health care and financial information, along with federal health care benefit and service payments.
CMS has already started this work and wants to help Medicare recipients shift to the new MBIs by April 2018. Beginning in April
2018, CMS will start mailing the new Medicare cards with the MBI to all people with Medicare in phases according to geographic
location. Each MBI is unique, randomly generated, and the characters are "non-intelligent," which means they don't have any
hidden or special meaning.
The MBI won’t change Medicare benefits. People with Medicare may start using their new Medicare cards and MBIs as soon as
they get them. The effective date of the new cards, like the old cards, is the date each beneficiary was or is eligible for Medicare.
Beneficiaries will be instructed to safely and securely destroy their current Medicare cards and keep the new MBI confidential.
Those Medicare beneficiaries who do choose to enroll in Medicare health and/or drug plans will still also get an insurance card
from their health and/or drug plans. As always, while beneficiaries are enrolled in health and/or drug plans, they should use the
cards from those plans when they get health care and/or prescriptions.
For additional information click on: www.cms.gov/Medicare/New-Medicare-Card/Open-Door-Forums.html.

2018 TAX GUIDE
PREPARED FOR PERSONS SUPPORTING CHILDREN AND/OR ADULTS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
This authoritative income tax guide will prove to be invaluable for tax preparers, parents, and others concerned with tax deductions stemming from the care and support of a minor child, an adult, or other persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Issued annually for more than three decades, the 2018 INCOME TAX GUIDE was prepared by Thomas F. Kendziorski,
Attorney at Law, and Executive Director of The Arc of Oakland County. The 2018 INCOME TAX GUIDE was written for The Arc
Michigan and is copyrighted. The guide will be available online in mid-January 2018.
Visit our website at www.thearcoakland.org and simply click on “Resources" and "Income Tax Guide" along the top of the
screen. You may also view this tax guide on The Arc Michigan’s website at www.arcmi.org. Please call The Arc of Oakland County
with any questions at 248-816-1900.

FREE
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TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 2018
by Thomas F. Kendziorski, Esq.

Greetings! Most of you know of me in my role at The Arc. However, I also participate in the annual Tootsie Roll Drive for children and adults with
intellectual impairments sponsored by local councils of the Knights of Columbus. I now belong to Council #5436 located in Waterford, but I still have
a close relationship with my former council (#2569) in Royal Oak. Each is in need of volunteers from the membership of The Arc of Oakland County.
WE NEED YOUR HELP! This traditional community service project has financially supported our local chapter of The Arc for several years. Unfortunately the membership of both councils has significantly dwindled over time, along with the number of workers who are able to work the streets and
the designated storefronts during this annual 3-day event. I REQUEST THE HELP OF The Arc of Oakland County MEMBERSHIP TO ASSIST WITH SOLICITING
DONATIONS FEATURING THE ALL AMERICAN TOOTSIE ROLL!
We need as many of our members of The Arc as possible to volunteer for at least two-to-four hours of time on the weekend of Friday, Saturday, Sunday, March 23rd, 24th, and 25th, 2018.
Please contact me to let me know if you would like to sign up and work a storefront station in the downtown Royal Oak area, or in the downtown
Clarkston-northern Waterford areas.
So, to sign up to work this year’s Tootsie Roll Drive and help out The Arc, simply fill out the sign up sheet below and return it to me at The Arc office by
March 22, 2018. You may also E-mail me at The Arc office: tfk@thearcoakland.org, or by telephone: 248-816-1900 to sign up for a particular time and
place. The “early birds” get the best spots and times!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name: ______________________________

Phone #: _______________________

Location Preference (please check one):

□ Royal Oak

□ Clarkston

Time/Date Preference: _____________________________________________________
Please mail back to: The Arc of Oakland County, 1641 W. Big Beaver, Troy, MI 48084-3501
Or, fax this page to: 248-816-1906

We Need Your E-mail Address
The Arc of Oakland County is now on Facebook
& YouTube. Visit www.thearcoakland.org and look
for the social media icons.

We are collecting our members’ e-mail addresses so we can send
out electronic flyers, event reminders, action alerts and any other
important information regarding The Arc. Please send us the e-mail
address you would like us to use either by e-mail
(amurowany@thearcoakland.org) or to the The Arc office.

Shop on AmazonSmile & Help Support
The Arc of Oakland County
The Arc of Oakland County is now registered with AmazonSmile!
When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a charitable organization from almost one million eligible organizations. In order to
browse or shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable organization. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s selected
charitable organization.
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ACTION ALERT
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018, SSI RATES ARE ESTABLISHED AS FOLLOWS:
LIVING SITUATIONS		

FEDERAL

STATE		

TOTAL

Household of Another 		
Sharing/Independent		
Personal Care/AFC 		
COUPLE-House of Another
COUPLE-Independent		

$500.00		
$750.00		
$750.00		
$750.04 		
$1,125.00

$ 9.33*		
$14.00*		
$157.50		
$13.96*		
$21.00*		

$509.33
$764.00
$907.50
$764.00
$1,146.00

*The payment of the state supplement to SSI is sent on a quarterly basis, by either a paper check or via direct deposit, from the
Michigan government to recipients at the "Household of Another" and the "Sharing/Independent" rates. Benefit payment checks
(or direct deposits) are forwarded during the months of: March, June, September and December. For persons receiving only an
SSI supplement amount due to the presence of Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefits and/or earned income, the state
supplement will not be paid. Affected individuals must apply separately for Medicaid at a local Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (“DHHS”) office.
1. The "personal needs income” or “incidental needs allowance" for 2018 remains at $44.00 per month for Adult Foster Care recipients (Personal Care). The monthly AFC payment for 2018 is $863.50. The SSI personal allowance for residents of a nursing home is
$30 federal and $7 state for total of $37.00.
2. NOTE: The cost-of-living (“C.O.L.A.”) increase with either SSI or SSDI benefits 2% for 2018.
3. There is an additional State Medicaid Personal Care Supplement check that is paid directly to providers of Adult Foster Care.
The amount for 2018 is $218.92 (eff. 10/1/16) per month per resident.
4. For concurrent recipients of SSI and SSDI (old age, survivors, widows, disability, and disabled adult child) benefits, the total of
the two checks is $20.00 more than SSI alone for the specific living situation.
5. The standard Medicare “Part B” monthly premium (i.e., single persons with annual incomes below $85,000, and married filing
jointly below $170,000) for 2018 is $134.00. Some longer term enrollees may pay less each month due to special “hold harmless”
premium calculations. If the state of Michigan pays the Part B premium due to your eligibility for Medicaid, the state will have to
pay the $134.00. Persons with higher annual incomes must pay a significantly higher monthly Part B premium.
6. The SSDI Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA) work earnings ceiling for 2018 is increased to $1,180.00 ($1,970.00 if recipient is blind).
The Trial Work Period threshold for 2018 is now at $850.00.
7. The 2017 SSI asset limits remain at $2,000.00 for an individual and $3,000.00 for a couple.

ONE DAY CULTURE OF GENTLENESS CONFERENCE
Friday, January 26, 2018
9 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
MORC
1270 Doris Road Auburn Hills, MI 48326
Topics include Utilizing a Culture of Gentleness in Support Coordination, the Power of language, preventing and
responding to behaviors in individuals with Dementia, We Present: the Present of Present, supporting people
with mental illness in a Culture of Gentleness and more!
Cost is $20 per person. To register, please visit www.morcinc.org.
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ADULT HOME HELP SERVICES NOT TAXABLE AS INCOME TO PARENTS
by Tom Kendziorski, Esq.

Good news! Adult Home Help Services (“AHHS”) payments are not considered taxable income for parent-caregiver providers of such services. The I.R.S. changed its position at the beginning of 2014.
Independent Living Services Program ("ILSP") or AHHS payments are provided through the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (“DHHS”) to persons who provide unskilled and non-specialized service or personal care activities essential to a person with a
disabling condition who cannot perform such things without assistance. The goal of the AHHS program is to maintain the person with the
disability in his/her natural home instead of in a more costly alternative residential care arrangement.
These “personal care services” are defined by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services as: assistance with eating, bathing, dressing, toileting, transferring, maintaining continence, personal hygiene, light housework, laundry, meal preparation, transportation, grocery
shopping, using the telephone, medication management, and money management. Most of these personal care services are also found in
the listing of “chores” under Michigan’s AHHS rules contained within the DHHS “Adult Services Manual” at §101.
The local area Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) policy until tax year 1990 was that parents could exclude AHHS payments from their gross
income each year. However, that stance was eventually reversed by the IRS national office because of a contrary decision from the U.S. Tax
Court. In Bannon v. Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 99 T.C. No. 3, Docket No. 26900-90 (July 20, 1992), Dorothy Bannon lost her bid to
have AHHS payments declared non-taxable income to a parent or relative caregiver. The Tax Court held that under California law, Ms. Bannon’s daughter was the welfare recipient under that state’s version of AHHS and was “...intended to be the ultimate beneficiary...” of the
welfare payments. The parent in this case was employed by her daughter to provide supportive services. Therefore, the AHHS payments
were includable in the parent’s income for federal income tax purposes.
On January 3, 2014, the IRS issued its Notice 2014-7 addressing the income tax treatment of certain payments to an individual care provider under a state Home and Community-Based Waiver (Medicaid Waiver) program. The notice provides that the IRS will treat “qualified
Medicaid Waiver payments” as “difficulty-of-care” payments excludable from gross income under §131 of the Internal Revenue Code.
Accordingly, the IRS stated that it will no longer assert the position of its own “Program Manager Technical Advice” memorandum (PMTA
2010-007) where it held that “a biological parent of a disabled child may not exclude payments under §131 because the ordinary meaning of
foster care excludes care by a biological parent.” For purposes of IRS Notice 2014-7, qualified Medicaid Waiver payments are those issued
by a state, a political subdivision of a state, or a certified Medicaid provider under a Medicaid Waiver program to an individual care provider
for non-medical support services provided under a plan of care to an individual (whether related or unrelated) living in the individual care
provider’s home.
IMPORTANT NOTE: although the IRS Notice 2014-7 primarily involves the Medicaid Waiver program, it also clearly states that the IRS would
no longer apply §131 to the 1992 Bannon case decision, which dealt exclusively with the income taxability of AHHS payments.
Until further direction is provided, this is how parent caregivers must account on their federal IRS form 1040 for the funds from the Michigan W-2 that is received each year for the AHHS payments:
• On line 7 enter the W-2 amount.
• On line 21 enter (on the dotted line) ----" Notice 2014-7" - then enter the W-2 amount with a minus in front of it.
If you received such payments (including AHHS) described in IRS Notice 2014-7 in an earlier year but did not exclude it from your taxable
income, you may file an amended return via IRS Form 1040X to exclude the payments from gross income. Generally, for a credit or refund,
you must file an amended return within 3 years (including extensions) [4 years for Michigan returns] after the date you filed your original
return or within 2 years after the date you paid the tax, whichever is later. (see: IRS 1040x Instruction booklet; IRC §6511; and, http://www.
irs.gov/Individuals/Certain-Medicaid-Waiver-Payments-May-Be-Excludable-From-Income)
IRS Notice 2014-7 does not address whether qualified Medicaid Waiver (and/or AHHS) payments excluded from income under this IRS
Notice may be subject to tax under the Federal Insurance Contributions Act (FICA) or the Federal Unemployment Tax Act (FUTA) in certain
circumstances. There appears to be an arguable position about whether a parent who is the provider/caregiver must pay the FICA at all. In
the Federal Tax Advisor; Section 58,655; 1992, Commerce Clearing House, Inc., it states:
“ . . . services performed by a parent for a child generally are covered employment for FICA purposes and are subject to withholding.
However, an exception is provided for domestic services performed by a parent. That is, in most cases, a parent performing services of a
household nature in the private home of a son or daughter will not be engaged in covered employment under FICA and will be exempt from
withholding."
On a related area, the same section of the Federal Tax Advisor goes on to state:
“ . . . services performed by an individual for a son, daughter, husband or wife, and services performed by a child under the age of 21 in
the employ of a parent, are specifically excluded from the statutory definition of “employment" under FUTA [("Federal Unemployment Tax
Act")].”
The FICA and FUTA issues are rather complex and the taxpayer is strongly advised to seek professional assistance for individual situations.
Finally, it is important to keep in mind that AHHS payments remain income taxable to third-party caregivers, that is, those who live elsewhere but provide these chore services at the home of the individual with special needs.
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How You Can Support
The 2018 Dove Awards

48tH annual
DOVE AWARDS

PRESENTATION AND silent auction

Friday, April 13, 2018
at the San Marino Club, Troy, MI
I realize how important services and programs for persons with intellectual
and developmental disabilities are and I would like to help The Arc of
Oakland County by:

□ Being a Sponsor
□ Donating an item to the Silent Auction

Become a Sponsor
Sponsorship opportunities are available and include recognition in all event and media releases,
in the program, in our agency newsletter, PROFILES,
from the podium that evening, and in our Annual
Report.
A donation of $1,000, $750 or $500 to sponsor the
Annual Dove Awards Program will help The Arc of
Oakland County maintain programs and services at
their present level.

Please accept my Sponsorship donation of:

$1,000__________ $750_________ $500_________ Other_________
Please recognize my name/company as follows:
Name___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City______________________State_________________Zip______________
Telephone: Day ______________________Night______________________
Email Address____________________________________________________
Please accept my Silent Auction donation of:

□

___________________________________________________________
I will bring the item to The Arc of Oakland County office on/before
Friday, March 23, 2018

□ I would like someone to pick up my item

Please recognize my name/company as follows:
Name___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City______________________State_________________Zip______________
Telephone: Day ______________________Night______________________
Email Address____________________________________________________

Forward donation and form to:
The Arc of Oakland County
1641 West Big Beaver Road
Troy, MI 48084-3501
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Donate an Item to the
Silent Auction
Donating a new item to the Silent Auction is another way to help and includes recognition in all
event and media releases, in the program, in our
agency newsletter, PROFILES, from the podium that
evening, and in our Annual Report.
We are holding a Silent Auction of highly visible
items that evening in conjunction with the program. Smaller items will be combined to make
larger, packaged items that would be of interest to
bidders.
Some suggestions are: gift certificates to restaurants, stores, salons and hotels; sports tickets and
jerseys; theatre and opera tickets; days/weeks in
your vacation condo/home; spa and fitness club
packages; golf related items and rounds of golf; and
electronics.

We’re Having A Silent Auction … And We Need Your Help!
On Friday, April 13, 2018, The Arc of Oakland County will hold its 48th Annual Dove Awards Program. As in the past several years, we will
hold a Silent Auction as well that will run from the cocktail hour, through dinner, and conclude soon after the Awards Presentation. Last
year, over $10,000 was raised at the Silent Auction with several items available for bid.
We would like our members and friends to consider making a donation to the 2018 Silent Auction. We are looking for new items, both
large and small. We will combine the smaller donated items to create packages of items to bid on.
Some suggestions are: gift certificates to restaurants, stores, salons and hotels; sports tickets and jerseys; theatre and opera tickets;
days/weeks in your vacation condo/home; spa and fitness club packages; golf related items and rounds of golf; and electronics. Of course
there is more out there and we welcome any contribution you can make!
Additional suggestions would be baskets of items centered on a theme such as, an “Italian Basket” with olive oil, pasta sauces, etc.; a
“Coffee Lover Basket” with various flavors of coffee, coffee mugs, cookies, etc.; and a “Zoo Basket” with fun items from the Detroit
Zoological Store with day passes.
To donate or to volunteer to help with the Silent Auction, please call The Arc office at 248-816-1900 and ask for Allison.

Cong ratulations to Tom Kendziorski, T he Arc of Oakland County's Executive
Director, who recently accepted the "executive excellence award"
at The Arc of the United State's 2017 National Convention in S a n D i e g o .
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