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8-10 – The Arc US 2018 National 
Convention, Nashville, TN

27 – The Arc of Oakland County Board 
of Director's Meeting, 7 p.m. at The Arc 

office
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Happy Holidays!

January
29 – The Arc of Oakland County Board of 

Director's Meeting, 7 p.m. at 
The Arc office
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Mission Statement 

The Arc of Oakland County advocates for the rights and full participation of all children and 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  We strive to improve systems of sup-
ports and services; connect families; inspire our community, and influence public policy.

Continued on Page 2

Thank goodness the long election sea-
son is over … those insipid television 
commercials and incessant “robo-calls” 
are gone until the next time politicians 
require our respective votes!  We may 
now all concentrate on resurrecting 
our snow-blowers from the back of the 
garage and prepare for the winter in 
general.  Many people love the months 
that end in “R” because they get to ski 
down steep hillsides, enjoy cups of hot 
chocolate, buy gifts for the holidays, 
and watch college basketball.  I do like 
wearing my heavy sweaters!

The Arc has had another successful but 
hectic year.  We have expanded and 
remodeled our office spaces, the an-
nual membership count is on track to 
again exceed all records, and, more 
people know about this agency than 
ever before.  The demand for our ser-
vices is unceasing.

I welcome a new member to our staff, 
Ms. Tricia Luker, who will concentrate 
her efforts in the area of special educa-
tion advocacy.  Tricia comes to us as a 

Here is a sneak peak at our holiday appeal card that will be mailed out in November.

We respectfully request your consideration of The Arc of Oakland County as you plan 
your end-of-the-year tax-deductible donations.  Your support of The Arc of Oakland Coun-
ty will allow us to extend our outreach of advocacy into the community, to help families, 
and to educate the general public.  Your entire gift will be earmarked towards the main-
tenance of The Arc of Oakland County and its unequalled leadership in advocacy, which 
benefits so many.  

Also, please ask your employer’s human resources or payroll department if they offer a 
charitable matching gift program. These matches are often dollar for dollar, which doubles 
your charitable-donation power!

Many thanks for responding to this need as generously as you are able.  Large gifts are 
wonderful and appreciated; but every gift — regardless of amount — will help!

Wishing you all a happy and joyful holiday season!

Annual Holiday Appeal

Ha p p i e s t  Ho l i d a y s
& 

Ne w ye a r  wi s H e s
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ADVOCACY VIGNETTE “SUCCESS STORIES”
(Examples of our direct advocacy service and how it impacts the lives of persons 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities)
By Thomas F. Kendziorski

The Social Security Administration (SSA) can be a rather complicated governmental entity to navigate --- WHOA!  Now there is an understate-
ment!  Take the case where a young man, who just turned 18 years old and applies for the disability benefit known as Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) for the first time.  He still lives at his parent’s home.  Should he independently pay room and board each month, or continue to 
receive the on-going in-kind support and maintenance from his parents?  What if the SSA does not want to award him the full rate of SSI?

SSI pays according to a person’s living situation.  The 2019 full or “Independent” rate of SSI will be $771.00 a month federal and $14.00 a month 
from the state of Michigan (paid quarterly).  The one-third reduced or “House hold of Another” rate of SSI for 2019 will be set at $514.00 a 
month federal and $9.33 state (paid quarterly).  What is the difference?

Well, the “Household of Another” rate of SSI assumes that the person with a disabling condition is receiving a food and shelter subsidy, also 
known as “in-kind support and maintenance,” from his parents.  Therefore, the monthly SSI payment is reduced by one-third, or $257.00 (fed-
eral) and $4.67 (state).

The “Independent” or full rate means that the person on SSI benefits is not receiving food and shelter from any other source.  In other words, 
he is his own dependent, that is, a separate and distinct economic entity.  His parents provide him with no subsidized support and maintenance, 
and he is paying his landlord/parents a flat fee each month for his rent and an additional amount for food.

Now comes the difficult part.  A few local SSA offices are now scrutinizing whether the individual is actually paying for his own room and board 
or still receiving a subsidy from his parents.  To demonstrate this and make it clear, the individual must put something in writing that he is pay-
ing his own way.  The SSA is requiring that it be dated, show an amount for rent and food, specify an address, and be signed by the participants 
to the lease arrangement.  Please be aware that the beginning date for the lease must be a date in the future, not the past.   So, if my guy gets 
his SSI beginning with February, the lease should have a commencement date of February 1st.  Here is what a sample “lease” should look like:

LEASE AGREEMENT
(For Room and Board)

As of //a date in the future//, //name of person on SSI//, agrees to pay the sum of $500.00 per month as a flat fee for food and shelter to his 
parents and landlords, ________________.  The address of this residence is: __________________.

The monthly rent/shelter portion of this agreement is $250.00 and the food portion is $250.00.

This agreement is guided by the Social Security Administration “Program Operations Manual System” sections SI-00835.200(B) and SI-
00835.120(A).

__________  ___________________________
Date   //name of person on SSI//, Renter

__________  ________________________________
Date   //name of parent//, Landlord/Homeowner

__________  _____________________________________
Date   //name of parent//, Landlord/Homeowner/Representative Payee

The Representative Payee should then take this lease document (be sure to make a copy) to the local SSA office and submit it as proof that the 
person on SSI has an obligation to pay a flat fee each month for his own room and board.  The SSA clerk should then change the person’s living 
situation to “Independent.”

Remember, the parent/landlord must actually charge this amount each month, and the representative payee must pay it.  Yes, even to yourself 
if you are the landlord.  Once paid, it is no longer the SSI recipient’s money.  The landlord must account for the rental portion as taxable income 
on his income taxes.

After submitting the lease agreement document to the local SSA office, our client was awarded the full amount of SSI.
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We Need Your E-mail Address
We are collecting our members’ e-mail addresses so we can send 
out electronic flyers, event reminders, action alerts and any other 
important information regarding The Arc. Please send us the e-mail 

address you would like us to use either by e-mail 
(amurowany@thearcoakland.org)  or to the The Arc office.

The Arc of Oakland County is now on Facebook 
& YouTube. Visit www.thearcoakland.org and look 

for the social media icons. 

 

Beyond a Parent’s Love is a collection of human-interest stories of several families 
describing their challenges, struggles and triumphs of raising a child or children with 

disability. While it describes planning strategies for the future of a person with special 
needs, it also focuses on the family dynamics, parent’s acceptance of their child’s disability 
and concerns about caring for the child after the parents are gone. These are true stories 

and each one of them provides insights and lessons that can be learned. 

 

To Purchase this book on Amazon please visit the link below. 
https://amzn.to/2wApVp6 

Social Security Announces 2.8 Percent Benefit Increase for 2019
(Source:  SSA Press Release dated October 11, 2018)

Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits for more than 67 million Americans will increase 2.8 percent in 2019, the 
Social Security Administration announced in early October.

The 2.8 percent cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) will begin with benefits payable to more than 62 million Social Security beneficiaries in 
January 2019. Increased payments to more than 8 million SSI beneficiaries will begin on December 31, 2018. (Note: some people receive 
both Social Security and SSI benefits). The Social Security Act ties the annual COLA to the increase in the Consumer Price Index as deter-
mined by the Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Some other adjustments that take effect in January of each year are based on the increase in average wages. Based on that increase, the 
maximum amount of earnings subject to the Social Security tax (taxable maximum) will increase to $132,900 from $128,400.

Social Security and SSI beneficiaries are normally notified by mail in early December about their new benefit amount.  The 2019 SSI federal 
benefit rate will increase from $750 to $771 per month; the state of Michigan monthly rate of $14 is projected to remain the same.

LATE NOTE:  The standard Medicare “Part B” monthly premium (i.e., single persons with annual incomes below $85,000, and married filing 
jointly below $170,000) for 2019 is $135.50.  Some longer-term enrollees may pay less each month due to special “hold harmless” premium 
calculations.  If the state of Michigan pays the Part B premium due to your eligibility for Medicaid, the state will have to pay the $135.50.  
Persons with higher annual incomes must pay a significantly higher monthly Part B premium.

Beyond a Parent’s Love is a collection of human inter-
est stories of several families describing their challeng-
es, struggles and triumphs of raising a child or children 
with disability. While it describes planning strategies for 
the future of a person with special needs, it also fo-
cuses on the family dynamics, parent’s acceptance of 
their child’s disability and concerns about caring for the 
child after the parents are gone. These are true stories 
and each one of them provides insights and lessons 

that can be learned.

The book can be purchased on Amazon —
https://amzn.to/2wApVp6
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2018 BROOKSIE WAY HALF MARATHON
PHOTO ALBUM

Thank You to Wright & Filippis and The Filippis Foundation for their donation of $5,700 
to The Arc of Oakland County through their Annual Gene Filippis Memorial Golf Benefit!
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Continued "From the Director's Chair" on Page 1

Support Gorman's Home Furnishings & 
The Arc of Oakland County

Gorman’s Home Furnishings and Interior Design will once again raise money for The Arc of Oakland County through its 
Recliners event.

You can give a lifeline of hope and give the gift of comfort this season.  Donate $50 to The Arc of Oakland County benefit-
ting children & adults with intellectual, physical and related disabilities and get $200 OFF any leather recliner from Gor-
man's 10 best brands including world famous Stressless. 

The event will run from November 21, 2018 - Monday January 14, 2019.

Gorman’s Home Furnishings & Interior Design has supported nonprofit organizations and the community for over 25 
years. For more information, please visit The Arc’s website at www.thearcoakland.org or Gorman’s website at www.
gormans.com.

parent, but also as an experienced professional expert in the field.  We are most fortunate to have her serving our 
families, children and adults with intellectual impairments and other related developmental disabilities.

The coming new year will bring us a new governor.  My hope is that mental health issues will not take a backseat 
within the confines of the statehouse.  That being said, over three-quarters of our state legislators will be new to their 
elected positions, so I will need all of you to help educate them about the needs of those we serve.  We must never 
give up.  Term limits require us to constantly advocate against a moving target.  The issues are pretty much the same 
as last year:  full federal and state funding of special education, direct care worker wage increases, affordable 
community-based housing, meaningful vocational training leading towards real jobs, preserving Medicaid resources 
within the public sector, and the re-direction of more “general fund” dollars towards mental health services.  

Let us all reflect on the end of another year.  The leaves of the trees are almost down.  Snow will soon blow in the 
wind.  The Arc moves forever forward.  We are strong.  I personally enjoy the support of a wonderful board of direc-
tors, a dedicated and hard-working staff team, along with a large and committed membership base.  For all of this, 
I am extremely thankful and most grateful.  I sincerely wish for everyone the experience of a happy and safe Holiday 
season!    …………. TFK
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Another 13.1 miles down! Kevin Knoblock completed the Brooksie Way Half Marathon on Sunday, September 23, 2018, which started at 
Oakland University and ended at historic Meadowbrook Hall.  The race was full of various elevations and took runners along the Clinton 
River and Paint Creek Trail as well as through Downtown Rochester.  Tom Kendziorski also participated and completed the race!

The race was a great success as Kevin completed the Brooksie Way Half Marathon with an impressive time of 1 Hour, 42 Minutes, and 
33 Seconds.  Congratulations, Kevin!

We issued our Annual Run Challenge first in July to members and friends of The Arc of Oakland County with the 2018 goal being $15,000. To date, the total 
amount pledged and raised is $12,444.00! You can still send in a donation to the office or donate directly online through our website.

The Arc of Oakland County would like to reach out and thank all of those who have contributed and supported Kevin in his endeavors and in the Annual Run 
Challenge.  Your support is greatly appreciated and we couldn’t have  done it without you!

ANNUAL RUN CHALLENGE ! 

Thank You!
Last Name First Name  Amount

Adah  Alex  $50.00
Ahearn  Gwen  $25.00
Allen  Mary Ethel $50.00
Andrews  Jim  $70.00
Arens  Linda  $20.00
Avery  Scott & Joanne $500.00
Baker  Denise  $26.00
Banacki  Walter J.  $50.00
Barnhart  David  $50.00
Bateman Bianca  $50.00
Berlin  Shirley  $10.00
Bione  Joe  $100.00
Blum  Louise  $25.00
Boogren  Renee  $30.00
Boomer  John W.  $25.00
Bortman  Caroline  $50.00
Bosetti, Sr. Eugene R. $50.00
Brown  Annick  $50.00
Brunt  Jacqueline $150.00
Bruske  Melanie M. $10.00
Buckstaff Marilyn  $15.00
Burin  Ronald  $50.00
Burke  Rosemary J. $25.00
Burnstein Myra  $50.00
Cambridge Jr. Alfred E.  $200.00
Cardine  Linda  $50.00
Carpenter Mary  $100.00
Carson  James R.  $50.00
CasaSanta Linda H.  $250.00
Chaiken  Margaret $100.00
Chand  Sharon  $50.00
Cheli  Ronald  $100.00
Cihelka  Milos  $40.00
Cohen  Keith  $20.00
Conn  Julie  $50.00
Corey  Gay  $25.00
Courtright Donald  $50.00
Cressman Karl  $500.00

Last Name First Name  Amount 

Cronin  Larry  $45.00
Crowley  Margaret $50.00
Daiza  Ronald  $100.00
Dalton  Brad  $250.00
Dege  Patricia  $60.00
DiGiovanni Cheri Howe $25.00
DiGiovanni Joseph T. $100.00
Dolan  Lorraine  $100.00
Doll  Walter J.  $5.00
Dupire  Michelle  $100.00
Emerson  Mary  $25.00
Fallat  Martin  $25.00
Feloni  Sandra  $100.00
Folbigg  Carol  $20.00
Fong  Jerry  $100.00
Foster  Joseph  $10.00
Galazin  Catherine $50.00
Gannan  Laura  $100.00
Giannini  Bailey  $50.00
Glac  Marlene  $15.00
Gregorich, Sr. Donald J. $10.00
Grzywack Gary  $5.00
Hall  Elmyra  $50.00
Hans  Sachinder S. $50.00
Hardy  Donald O. $15.00
Hay  Edward C. $100.00
Hejhal  Margaret $25.00
Hoenig  Donald  $50.00
Holm  Roger  $100.00
Hughes  David  $45.00
Ibrashi  Nadia  $100.00
Inman  Catherine E. $50.00
Jones, Jr.  Royden E. $50.00
Kahn  Claire  $18.00
Karjala  David J.  $25.00
Karp  Gary J.  $50.00
Katz  Jon  $50.00
Kelly  Susan P.  $75.00
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Last Name First Name  Amount 

Kemp  Patrick  $50.00
Kendziorski Thomas F. $100.00 
Kinnan  Linda  $100.00
Klingler  Martha  $30.00
Knapp  Kevin  $100.00
Knepp  Francis E. $100.00
Knox  Linda  $25.00
Kowalski  Joseph  $26.00
Label  Yelena  $20.00
LaFontaine Connie  $25.00
Lang  Donna  $27.00
Lawson  Ardis  $20.00
Leventhal Miriam L. $25.00
Levinson  Debra  $25.00
Lewis  Jan  $50.00
Lias  Thomas  $100.00
Locke  Mary Jo  $25.00
Loeffler  David  $25.00
Lomas  Marilyn A. $50.00
Mamassian Harry E.  $25.00
Manning Lisa  $150.00
Marshall   Harold  $50.00
May  Rick & Jorgia $50.00
Mazurek  Heinz  $25.00
McHard  Jerilee  $40.00
Meono  Randall  $131.00
Merritt  Paul  $50.00
Milostan  Nadine  $100.00
Mowbray Virginia  $25.00
Mueller  Isidor  $50.00
Mungons Craig  $55.00
Murphy  Richard  $20.00
Myers  Muriel  $30.00
Natale  Patricia  $75.00
Nelson  David A.  $50.00
Nettle  Barbara  $100.00
O'Connor John  $100.00
O'Donovan Erin  $50.00
Olszewski Gerald  $50.00
Omahen  Ewa  $100.00
O'Neill  Lois  $25.00
O'Reilly  Kevin  $50.00
Pacheco  Jorge A.  $50.00
Pagel, Jr.  Edwin A.  $50.00
Patino  Kathy  $50.00
Pawloski  Tricia  $25.00
Pazzi  Dorothy  $50.00
Penn  Deborah  $25.00
Phelps  Douglas S. $50.00
Picker  William W. $50.00
Pivetz  Rick  $80.00
Plonka  John  $100.00
Price  Karen  $25.00
Provo  Allan  $10.00
Purdy  Daniel  $75.00
Quakenbush Tom  $100.00
Rabinowitz Harvey  $125.00
Rajput  Minoti H. $100.00
Ralston  James  $25.00

Last Name First Name  Amount 

Rangi  Rosemary $25.00
Rebh  Stephen A. $15.00
Reynolds Russell  $30.00
Richards  Gregory  $25.00 
Richart  Gerald  $25.00
Robertson John  $26.00
Rosenbaum Leah  $25.00
Rozell  James  $50.00
Rubin  Jerry I.  $500.00
Sanders  E. Virginia $50.00
Sarkar  Arjun  $100.00
Schabinger Lynn A.  $25.00
Schilke  Marjorie  $100.00
Schovan  Gregory  $200.00
Scopas  Georgia  $35.00
Sellers  Phyllis  $30.00
Shah  Rajendra M. $50.00
Shamoun David & Joan $100.00
Sherlitz   Janet  $400.00
Slavin  Brent  $100.00
Sliney  Thomas  $50.00
Somerville Derek  $100.00
Stevenson Janice  $50.00
Stewart  James  $50.00
Summers Robert  $200.00
Swanson Helena  $10.00
Thomas, Jr. Paul  $50.00
Thompson Richard  $100.00
Thoresen David F.  $50.00
Torrone  John  $50.00
Tyler  Delano  $25.00
Van Wagnen Catherine A. $25.00
Veenstra  Gary  $50.00
Vlachos  Theodoros $50.00
Walker  Wayne  $50.00
Warner-Bell Helen  $200.00
Waters  James P.  $125.00
Wiedelman Mark  $100.00
Wilcox  Ina Mae  $25.00
Williamson Jeanine  $40.00
Wilson  Donald J. $250.00
Wolfe  Diane  $40.00
Woodward Corrine  $25.00
Wysocki  Kenneth  $25.00
Xie  Changwei $10.00
Yolkiewicz Linda  $30.00
Zdanowski Michele  $25.00
Zednik  Mary  $50.00
Zwierzchowski Charles  $50.00

GRAND TOTAL   $12,444.00


